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ABSTRACT

[e study is designed to test the hy pothesis that representational competence is influenced by the envirol t in which
a child is living. A random sample of 30 students from elementary school was taken. A pictu?’c cmeﬂorizz:ltiigf\n([’lz‘;) dlrcld
objects categorization test (OCT) were used. It was found that student with backward families labeled ictures and
objects correctly but failed to classify them correctly, for example, the picture: of cowboy and horse I\:vere linked
together. Paiget (1973) argues that child acts on the objects, but the knowledge he gains is not derived from the objects
but it is derived Irom the experiences which be has got in his previous life and quality of these expericnces is
determined by child interaction with significant others. The basic assumption is that representational competence will
emerge to the degree to which the environment activates it and the degree to which the quality of activation is acquired
through learning. It was concluded that. Poor class children had difficulty to classify similar objects in the same
catezory while children from enriched home environment completed the task correctly. Thus environment influcnce
representational competence, therefore school is requested to create a democratic and friendly atmosphere where cach
child has an equal chance of participation.
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

What classes of social behaviours foster the

INTRODUCTION

It has. probably become ecvident that Piaget has

produced a most extensive theory touching on
virtually cvery aspect of human intelligence. He
has givern detailed discussion, regarding child
development stages in an environment. He has

development of representational thought?

“Although representational thought is generic to

the human, the quality and rate of its development
depend upon the individual’s life expericnces.

provided new insight. particularly regarding the
carly development of representational thought.
The word representation embodies the notion that
a thing or event is capable of being por C
depicted in some medium or by s
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Following were the objectives of the study
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